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2KUOPa Kal eupUTEPN TTEPIOXH

H Zk0o0pa Kkal n eupltepn meploxn NG, HE HAKPAI®VO I10TOPIKO
mapehBoy, kéviploe to evdlawepov Tou avBp®mou, xdpn otnv £0gopn
medidba kal ta debova vepd tng fon amé tn NeokiBikr Mepiodo
(6.500-3.200 m.X.). Oiopei amo tn Hakpaiwvn autr emoxn aAAd Kal
TG PETEMEITA Xpovikée TePIddouc avamtixBnkav oe 6ha ta turfpata
e emkpateidc e (Zefaotiava, Avudpo, Mavoalo, Apaévi, Pilo,
[letpia, Zkiopa, Néa Zwn).

To peyakitepo tprjpa tou alyxpovou Afpou kataAduPavay Katd Touc
I0TOPIKOUC XpOovoUC ol XWpEC Tne 2kUdpac kal tnc Mevnidog, mou Kkal
orjpepa amoteholv Tic povadikéc Tou Anpotikéc Evétntee (av kal to
ovopa tnc teAeutaiac apgioPnreitar).

H x@pa tnc Mevnidog, mou pag eival yvwotn amd évav evemiypago
opo (clvopo yng), KataAdpPave to Popéloavatoliko TpRAHA Tou
oUyxpovou Anpou, avdapeoa ouic xwpec tne Kippou kal tnc ‘Edsooac.
H op@vupn moAn, dyvwotn amo TG YPamtec mnyéc, Xtiouévn oimAa
otov Alpomalo motapd, £Aeyxe v emkoivwvia amé v Kdtw
Makebovia mpoc tnv AApwiia.

Skydra and surrounding area

The fertile plains and abundant water of Skydra and its surrounding
area, intrigued man from the Neolithic Period (6.500-3.200 BC).
Settlements of this long era and the subsequent periods were
developed in all parts of its territory (Sevastiana, Anydro, Mandalon,
Arseni, Rizo, Petria, Skydra, Nea Zoi).

During historical times the biggest part of what is now the modern
Skydra Municipality was occupied by the Skydra and Meneis territories,
which are nowadays the only Municipal Units (though the name of the
latter is disputed).

The Meneis territory, which is known from an inscribed Horos (land
border), occupied the northeastern part of the modern Municipality,
between Kyrrhos and Edessa territories. The homonymous town,
unknown to written sources, built next to Almopaios river, used to
control the communication between Lower Macedonia and Almopia.
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H x®pa tne Zkidpac kataAdpPave to votio TUAPA TOU GUyXpovou
Anpou. H Bon tnc apxaiac mOANG, 1o HeUTEPO ONUAVTIKG KEVTPO HETA
tnv Ebsooa, mapoho mou avagépetal os emypagéc ndn amd tov 3o a.
m.X., Tapapével dyvootn. Ayvwotn TapapEvel Kal i apxn Kal to TéAog
tn¢. To BEPalo mdviwe gival 6T ) akpr| Tne MPETEI Va ouvexiotnke kad’
6An n Gidpkela tng Pwpaikrc-Makaioxpiouiavikic MNepiddou, émwe
empBefalveral amé TIC EMYPAQIKEC LapPTUPIEC Kal TOUC apxaioug
cuyypageic, Tov 1otopiko MAivio tov Mpeofitepo (loc ar p.X.), Tov
vewypdgo KAaldio lMroAepaio (2oc al p.X.) Kal Touc ouyypagsic
Oeayévn (3oc/doc al. p.X.) kai Zrépavo Buldviio (6oc ai. p.X.). H
gu@opia g TEPIOXNG Kal n ogomodouca Béon Tng mMANGiov TG
Eyvatiac 0boU kal g obol mou évwve tnv Edscoa pe tn Bépoia,
ouvéPahe kabBopiotikd 600 otnv avdmuén tne 6co kal otn diddoon
Tou XpiotiaviopoU.

Apyotepa, petd Tnv katdktnon tng Maxedoviag amé tougc OBwpavolc
(téAn l4ou - apxéc |S5ousal) kai th, etadlakn Epappoyn Tng
EIPNVEUONC OTo TTAQICIO Ir|n; EVOWPATWONG NG TEPIOXNG OTOV KOPHO
¢ OBwpavikic Autokpatopiac, apxilel, yipw-amd Tic édpec twy
YaloKTNUOVWY KAITEWY PTIENOWY, n opydvwon -HIKP®V OIKIOTIK®Y
uprvey, sEENEN 1OV omofwy amoteholy ol Gﬂvxﬁhﬁml OIKIOHOI.

The Skydra territory occupied the southern part of the modern
Municipality. The site of the ancient city, the second important center
after Edessa, although mentioned in inscriptions as early as the 3rd c.
BC, is unknown. Unknown also remains its beginning and its ending.
What is certain, however, is that its peak lasted throughout the Roman
and Christian Periods, as confirmed by inscriptions and ancient
authors, the historian Pliny the Elder (Ist c. AD), the geographer
Claudius Ptolemy (2nd c. AD) and the writers Theagenes (3rd / 4th c.
AD) and Stephanus of Byzantium (6th c. AD). The prosperity of the
region and the dominant position near Via Egnatia and the road
connecting Edessa to Veria, played a key role both in the development
and in the spread of Christianity.

Later, after the conquest of Macedonia by Ottomans (late |4th - early
I5th ¢. AD) and the gradual implementation of peace due to the
incorporation of the region In the body of the Ottoman Empire, the
organization of small settlements around the seats of landowners and
beys begins; the modern settlements developed from them.



2KkUpa - Nadg ENnvIoTIK@V xpovwy

‘Eva amé ta mo eviumwolakd ktipia tng apxaiac Makedoviag jpe oto
@wc Tov Anpikio Tou 1998 otov Adgo «ToUpma», ota VOTIodUTIKA THG
alyxpovnc ZkUbpac, HE a@oppn TIC EKOKAPEC YIa TNV aVEYEPTN TV
epyatik®v katolki@yv. Or Oigotdoeig tou (28.50X10.50 p.), to
orevopakpo oxfpa tou, n Oidtaén twv xwpwyv Tou, n Idlaitepa

Aemrtopépeieg umodnAdvouv mwg Tipokeltal yia Evav apxaifo vae.
Daiveral mwe apxikd autoc oxedidotnke we mepimepog (pe Kiovee Kal
OTIC TEGOEPIC TIAEUPEC), OTNV TTopEla GHWC TWV £PYACI®V 1) apXIKN 16€a
EYKATaAEi@OnKe.

Atiotnke ota téAn tou 3ou al. m.X., ota xpovia tng Pacirsiac tou
®himmou E° (221-179 m.X.), oe pia mepiodo OUokoAn yia To
uakeooviko PaciAglo, yeyovoc Tou OlagaiveTal Kal amd OpIGHEVEC
KATQOKEUAOTIKEG AETITOpépElec, mTou paptupoly pia mpoomdabeia
£COIKOVOUNONG XPOVOU Kal UAIKWMY.

Mia amoomaopatik emypa@n O¢ Kiovioko, G¢ GUVOUAGHG pE TNV
meplomtn 8€on tou, agrivouv va evvonBei mwe ftav apiepwévos oTov
Aia “Yyioto, Tou omoiou n Aatpeia frav apketd Oiabedopévn atn
Makebdovia.

2rUGpa — Naoe EMnvigTik®y xpoviov

H mpovopiakn dpwc Béon tou, Kovtd otouc dpououc mou obnyoloay
amé tn Bépoia kal tnv MéMa otnv ‘Edsooa, améPn poipaia yia v
tixn Tou, kaBuwe n Kataotpogr avdyeral (dn OTOUE AUTOKPATOPIKOUC
xpovouc (loc-3oc al. p.X.).

Skydra - The Hellenistic temple

One of the most impressive buildings of ancient Macedonia came to
light in April 1998 on the hill named "Touba", SW of modern Skydra,
on the occasion of the excavations for the construction of workers'
housing. Its dimensions (28.50X10.50 m), its oblong shape, the

___._arrangement of its spaces, the especially elaborate construction, and
empeAnpévn Kataokeurp Tou, aMd Kal OPIOPEVEG APXITEKTOVIKEG _,gga"é
| that th

rchitectural details imply that it is an ancient temple. It seems
extemple was originally designed to be peripteral (with columns
on aﬁ. ;f-&‘-r sides), but in the work process, the initial idea was
abandoned.

It was built in the late 3rd c. BC, during the reign of the King Philip V
(221-179°BC), in a difficult time for the Macedonian kingdom, also
5uggestei:i' l:jy some construction details.

A fragmentary inscription on a colonnette, supported by the
prominent position of the temple, suggests that it was dedicated to
Zeus Ypsistos, whose cult was very popular in Macedonia.

However, the prime location, near the roads leading from Veria and
Pella to Edessa, proved fatal to its fate, since its destruction dates to
the Imperial times (Ist-3rd c. AD).
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