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Noutpd: ypagikij avarapdoraon
Baths: graphic representation

The restoration of the monument

Since the days of the great archaeological excavations of the [9th century the
preservation of the remains of ancient civilizations and the question of how best to display
them to the public have confronted experts around the world with difficult but fascinating
problems of both an ideological and methodological nature. The last few decades have
seen numerous attempts, on the theoretical and technocratic level, to rescue and restore
monuments all over the world. The work of consolidation, conservation, and restoration
is intended to protect the ancient monuments both as works of art and as historical
evidence.

The need to rescue the surviving remains of the Palace complex in Navarinou
Square from the advanced state of decay to which adverse environmental conditions had
already brought them, and at the same time to highlight the monumental aspect of ancient
Thessalonike at the very heart of the modern city, prompted the Directorate of Prehistoric
and Classical Antiquities to draw up a comprehensive programme of interventions to
protect and restore the surviving ruins and at the same time present them in such a way
as to render them more intelligible to the general public. The long-term programme of
documentation and investigation of the remains was followed by the restoration of the
monumental complex and its preparation for presentation to the public, commencing in
1994 with funding from the Regional Programme of the 2nd Community Support
Framework, and to be completed with funds from the 3rd CSF.



To ukpo 16éo Tou [aAépiou  The little arch of Galerius

270 TAOG TOU 30U aL. pL.X. 1 axavrig pwpaikr autokpatopia Siotkeiral amé Svo au-
Youaroug, Toug AtokAnTiavé kat Magipiave kai 6lo kaioapeg, Toug lalépto kat Kwvordvrio
Xhwpd. O Taképiog, yevwnuévog om Aakia (onp. ZepBia), avappiyibnke oe udnAd a&io-
HaTa pHEow TG OTPATIWTIKNG oTadlodpojiag Kat Tou yapou Tou pe TV k6pn Tou Alokhn-
Tiavou. To 299 p.X. emAéyel wg €dpa Tou T Oeooahovikn Gmou aveyeipel avakTopiké ou-
ykpdtnua. O Faképiog meBaivet To 311 p.X. kat eviadidlerar oy marpiba Tou.

At the end of the third century AD the vast Roman Empire was ruled by two augusti,
Diocletian and Maximian, and two caesars, Galerius and Constantius Chlorus. Galerius,
born in Dacia (modern Serbia), had risen through the ranks of the army and attained his
exalted position by marrying Diocletian’s daughter. In 299 he settled on Thessalonike as
his principal place of residence and ordered the construction of a group of palatial
buildings. He died in 311 and was laid to rest in his native Dacia.

To ouykpdtnpa karakduPave pia éktaon mepimou 150.000 4. kai ekTevétay amé
™ Porévra wg t BdAacoa kat amé 1o avatohiké Teiyog TG MOANG £wg TV TiepioyT] HeTa-
¢ Mharelag Nauapivou - Ayiag Yodiag. H avaokadikr épeuva SievepyriBnke Tic Sekaeriec
Tou 50 Kkat Tou '60 kat £depe 0TO GwG TO VOTIOAVATONIKG THIjHA TOU AVAKTOPOU, TAUTILS-
Hevo e Tig owlopeveg apyatdtnreg orn onpepviy mareia Nauapivou. Amokahidrmke éva
KevTpikd miepioTuAo aiplo, mepiPalopevo kard Tig Tpeig Mheupés amd dwpdria. To aibpio
elye 101WTIKG YapakTpa Kkat mhataivovray and dladpopous pe Pndidwrd dameda mou To
aropovwvav amod Ta uméAola KTiopara Tou avakTépou. XTn voTia Kat dutikry otod perd
MV Karaorpodr} amé oeiopd atov 5o al. pL.X. karaokeudlovral ddrmeda e pappdpives mhd-
Keg kat yovopondidwreé. Meral Tou pikpol mepioTuliou Kat Tou MModPSLoU HeGoAa-
Pouae Bidpodo Kkapapookemés kriopa kar pvnpetakr Baothikr, alBouca yia emfonpec

Nwmoypagia kripiou mpoyevéaTepou Tou avakrépou (2o0¢ j1.X. at.)
Fresco from a building belonging to an earlier Roman phase (2nd century AD)




aKpOdaELg, £V TO VoTloavaToAiko Turfpa karakdppave To vupgaio. To 1950 o X. Makapdvag aro-
kahue mepikevrpn aiBouoa okraywvikrg popdris, pe Aapmpr eowrepikr] Siakoopnoan. Mpdadarn
avaokadikr épeuva amokdiue ot To Oktdywvo Kkat o dikoyyog MPoBdAapoég Tou, ouyypovoro-
youUpeva e To umdholmo avakTopo, péow mPoTiAou Kat evég Geltepou peydhou TeploTuhiou, ermt-
Kovwvouoe jie T Bdlaocoa. ,

To pikpd pappdpivo té€o e v mpotopry Tou fakeplou mpogpyerat amé kGyyn TG avaro-
Aikrig atodg autol Tou mepiaTuAiou, 1 omoia odnyoloe péow pvnuelakrg KAfiakag mpog 1o avd-
kropo. ASyw Tou dladoperikol TTPOOAVATOMCHOU TWY EMPEPOUC TUNHATWY Tou avakTépou Ba
urrjpye OumA duvardtnra mpdoBaong, Bopeia péow Tou BptapPikod TéZou (Kapdpa) kat voria pié-
ow Tou votiou meptoTuliou. PAoElC TPWIHGTEPEG TOU avakTopou e Tolyoypadies kar Pndidwrd
avaokddnkav oe OA) TV €KTAOT) TOU APYAIOAOYIKOU YWPOU.

His palace occupies an area of some 150,000 m’ and extends from
the Rotunda down to the seafront and from the east city wall as far as
the area between Navarinou Square and Hagia Sophia. Excavations
conducted in the 1950s and 1960s brought to light the south-east
section of the Palace, represented by the ruins surviving in modern
Navarinou Square. A central peristylar atrium was uncovered,
surrounded on three sides by chambers. To emphasise the distinctive
character of the atrium it was isolated from the other buildings in the
complex by corridors with mosaic floors. Following the destruction
wrought by an earthquake in the 5th century, floors of marble tiles and
mosaic were laid in the south and west stoas. Between the little peristyle
and the Hippodrome stood a two-storey barrel-vaulted structure and a
monumental basilica, which served as an official audience chamber. The
south-east section was occupied by a nymphaion. In 1950 Haralambos
Makaronas uncovered a splendidly decorated centrally-planned
octagonal chamber. Recent excavations have revealed that the Octagon
and its bi-apsidal antechamber, which are contemporary with the rest of
the palace, gave access to the sea through a propylon-and a second, long
peristyle. The small marble arch with the bust of Galerius is from an apse
in the peristyle’s east stoa, which communicated, by means of a
monumental staircase, with the Palace. Since the various parts of the
Palace are oriented in different directions, there were probably two
main approaches: through the triumphal arch (the Kamara) to the north
or through the south peristyle. Evidence of an earlier structure on the
site. of the Palace, with wall paintings and mosaics, was found
throughout the excavated area.

Awpdrnio pe Yniéwro dmedo kdrw amd 1y voria orod (206 j.X. at.)
Room with mosaic floor under the S stoa (2nd century AD)
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H amokardotacn Tou pvnpeiou

And v emoyr] akopn Twy. peydAwy apyatohoyikwy avakaAiewv tou [9ou at. n
Siaripnon Twv karakolmwy Twy apxafwv TONTIHAY kat 1) avadeids Toug €Beoav dloko-
Aa aM\d kat e€atperikd evdiadépovra 1eohoyikd kat peBodohoyikd mpoPAripara mou e€el-
OIKEUPIEVOL ETTIOTTIHOVEG QVTIMETWTIOAY Ot 6Ao Tov Koopo. Tig TeAeuTaieg Sekaerieg Eyouv
npayparorroinBef &1ebviic moAEg mpoomdBeteg ot BewpnTikd Kat TeRvoKparikd emimedo e
otéyo TV TpooTacia kai Ty anokardoraot Toug. Ot epyacieg otepéwang, ouvirpnong Kat
avaotiAwong €youv oTéyo TNV TPOoTacia Twv apyaiwv pVnpelwy 1600 WG EpYWV TEWNG
000 Kal WG (OTOPIKWY HAPTUPLWV.

H avdykn va mpootareuBolv Ta owlépeva ornv mhareia Nauapivou epeimia Tou la-
Aeplavol avakTopikol oUYKPOTAHATOS A TNV TIpoYWPNHEVN 16N Adyw Suapevwy mept-
BaMovrikwv ouvBniwy didBpwon Kkat va avadetyBei n pvnueiakr] puctoyvwpiia me apyai-
ag Ogooalovikng omy kapdid e oliyypovng moAng eméBake ot Edopeia MMpoioTopikwy
kat Khaoikwv Apyatotitwy Ty kardption evog ohokAnpwiévou TTpoypdppuarog mapeupa-
ong pe atéyo T Sidowon Kkai Ty amokardoraon Twv owlopeVwY epeiwy Kat mapdhAnia
TV avayvwolpotmrd Toug amé 7o Kowvd. To pakpdypovo mpdypaupa Tekunpiwong kat
€peuvag Tou pvnueiou akoholBnoav Ta €pya amokardoraong Kat avadelEng Tou pvnuela-
Kol ouyohou mou dpytoav ata 1994 pe ypnparodémmon tou Mepidepeiarod MNpoypdppa-
7106 Tou B * Koworikod MAatoiou 2mipiEng, Ta omoia kat 8a ohokAnpw8ouv e ypnparods-
mon tou [ Koworikou lMhatoiou Zripi€ne.
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